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At Hillside, we ensure children develop their writing skills in EYFS from mark making and emergent writing (children’s first attempts at the writing process) to 
writing creatively in full sentences and formulating short stories and recounts. At the very early stages of writing, we use the emergent writing grid below as a 

guide to identify what support children need to progress as a writer. 
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Compose Stage 

Child make marks based on text.  Teacher scribes child’s words 

Child uses letter shapes/strings. Teacher scribes child’s words 

Child uses initial and/or more sounds in their writing. Teacher scribes jumbled sentence for child to unscramble and rewrite. Child to read back. 

Child uses phonic knowledge to make plausible attempts at writing words/sentences. Child reads sentence/s. Teacher annotates unclear words. 
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